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To my Dear Country-men, and Wor- 


thy Citizens of Lox pon; 


Richard Wiſe. ? c_ Clisby. 
Peter Naſh. Abraham _—_ 
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John Sea. »4 Robert Applegate. 
Thomas Whiteing, William Goodwia. 
Charles Pinfold. Benjamin Baraes. 

Robert Biggs. 1 


Stewards of the Oxford-ſbire Feaſt. 


Gentlemen, 

Aving ſo far condeſcended to Towr firſt deſires, 
as to Compoſe and Preach this Sermon, I thought 
fit to Gratifie your ſecond Requeſt in Printing it 
too. The Penning of this Diſcourſe ( ſuch as it 
is) wes the work of ſeveral days; the Preaching of this 
Sermon coſt me 4 Low of ſeveral miles, but the Print- 
ing thereof will ſtand me in no more than an eaſie compli- 
ance with Tour deſires : Wherefore ſince you are pleaſed to 
eſteem your ſelves ſomewhat gratified by my —_— ts 
do the harder part of this ſervice, I thought it imprudence 

to diſoblige any Perſon amongſt Ton, by refuſing tals 
other part, which will be done with ſo muc | 
But the truth is, I have another deſign, and t 
ritable one too, in the Publication of this Diſe 1 
need not tell you, that many of our Countryme 
Perſons of fair Eſtates, and in a Capacity of 
bountiful to the Poor, than =—_ of us who met together, 
were detained from onr Feaſt by the importmnnity of their 
other Aﬀmairs. The abſence 0 ſuch Perſons, as it ren- 
dred our Meeting the leſs —— ſo did it make our 

ColleFion the leſs Magnificent. 


Peredventure the putting of this Diſcourſe into theſe 
A 2 Aer s 


, 


Men's hands, may at once open their hearts and purſes 
too; and excite their Charity to ſuch a degree, that they. 
may Contribute towards our Poor ſomewhat more in pri- 
vate, than they would have done in publick. For al- 
though Publick Ads of Charity, eſpecially if conſiderable 
and great, do become exemplary ; yet through that by- 
pocriſie, which lieth deep in the heart of Man, they are 
attended with this great inconvenience, that they alone 
are- expoſed to the danger of oftentation, which every 
good Man fears, leſt it corrupt the beauty, and alter the 
nature of his Charity, and render it a Sacrifice rather to 
himſelf than to his Aaker. 

However, if you pleaſe to convey one of theſe Diſcourſes 
into the hands of ſuch Gentlemen, who had an Invitati- 
0n to our Feaſt, and would have come but could not : 
the wery Title Page at firſt view will mind them of their 
Country and Duty too. And probably they will not think 
their Charity ſo far excuſed by their abſence from our 
Feaſt, as to contribute nothing to the Poor Man's Ba ſon, 
zor pay ſome few mites at leaſt for the laying of their 
Trenchers. 

And although ſuch a preſenting of ſmall Books to Per- 
ſons of Quality, hath ever been eſteemed a kind of beg- 
ging; yet 'tis the moſt Gentile and Tngenuons way of 
doing jo, and if it be but tolerable in any other caſe, 
"tis Oy, commendable in this. Remember who they 
are for whom we begg; the Poor Orphan, who perhaps, if , 
we. a=dHt not for him now, muſt beg for himſelf for ever. 
And if there be any imputation and diſhonour in this 
begging of Ours , being only deſigned to prevent that of 
other perſons, and perhaps whole Families too, let it All 
be Chareed, and Reſt upon 


Your Friend arid Servant 


Ev Kugy, 
Francis GrREGORy. 
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Juvpe 12. 
Theſe are ſpots in your Feafts of Charity — 


HE Perſons Cenſured in the Text 
" were the Gzoftichs; thoſe curſed 

Depipins, Vi Brood of 

that Early and Infamous Hererick 
Carpoerater; A Man, faith Tertal- Te wt. 4 
lian, that was, parittr Mages, parittr Fornica- : 
ri#s, both a Conjurer and a Fornicator 3 he had 
not ſo much brains as to ſet off and credit his 
Herefie with fo much as a diſguiſe and pretence 
of Santimony. Exſebizs (tiles him, Ter Treg Eu HR 
xay wevics, the Father of the Gnoſticks;, and Ire- tro. war. 
news tells us, that his Children were very like #5 * *- 
him. $o Heterodox and Erroneous in their O- 
ene lo ww and Vile in they Practices, 
that their Converſe was a t diſparagement 
to every Chriſtian, that was Regular in his Life, 
and ſound in his Faith. 

Sach Monſters of Men they were, that even _5 

the Spirit of God Himſelf, though he be like a 
Dove that hath no Gall, doth notwithſtanding 
fix upon them ſeveral brands of diſhonour : By 
the "pry of this Bleſſed Spirit, St. Peter « ver. +.1x. 
calleth them wu, blewiſbes 3 and St. Fude in 
the Text exindds, ſpots $ CRY that? Chriſtia- 


niſm 
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Grot. in niſmi dedecora, ſaith Grotizs, the common Re- 
+: '* proachesof the-Chriſtiaa Faith, which had now 
Credit.in the World, And as their 
Society was ſuch a diſparagement tothe Servants 
of Chriſt at all times and 1n alt placcs ; fo more 
eſpecially in thei ir Pubfick Meetings and Svlemn 
Aſſemblies; and particularly , Gras Aryans, 33; 
their Feaſts of Eharity , 4 they fed like 
Beaſts, and t __ like Pa 
which of Charity, Three 
be conſidered, 1. Their Angiquity. 
2, —_ — --» —tg thetr CelelWrion. 
3. Deſign 
'7. Corffider we the Antiquity of theſe Feats, 
and that muſt needs be gen? Slaſteris ſtiles 
oa 7" them "ap xi 156, an old 1 ; and Zonaras 
___tefls us, A3tte is Wes m—+ ns kept 
Goncil. up theſe tf af ie Culives : They 
_—_ Arle, Gor They ute im Agapibus no- 
_— ey are mentioned by St. Chryſo- 
Ch Eo om Am nar nar They ed 
"7: x Commun Table, ec. Sothat Father, and long 
before tim Tertabian, Cana noftre vocatuy 
"ues, Our Supper is called a /of theſe Cheri 
Teri. apot, But tO e the great Antiquity of 1 ri- 
— I ſtian Feaſts, we need not Humane T 
Becauſe we have Divine Ones : We find them 
mentioned by St. Paxl, who reproves their a- 
baſe in that Early Church of Corinth; bat, had 
we no tnore, the Text is a fufficient proof that 
theſe Chriftian Feaſts were Celebrated even-in 


OUr prrky nero an fo may juſtly prerend to 
2. Conſider 


P. 417, 


(3) 
2. Confider we the Circumſtances of then 
Celebration; z and theyate Three, 1. the Tiuwe 
when, 2. the Place where, 3. the Manner how. 
1. Conſider we the Time of their Celebrati- 
on-----And as to this, that Account, which P15 vis 4.16. 
RE the - Trajen, doth afford us *** 
Ge tion, Seliti ſunt ftato dic 
_— The ians are Wont to 
Meet and Feaſt og a certain ſet and 
day St. Chryſe) canfirms it, & of" guns Chryſolt. 
puaulra, Oc. 7 Ne npan $0> 1m. 7 p. 
lema and —_ y ku dayes, ig which *'7 
the Euchariſt was Celebrateds lo Gratis, Eg —— 
Convivia clandi ſolebant ſacraments. Dominica © 
Paſſionir, e+c. eſe Fealts of Love were wont 
to conclude and end with another more Sacred 
_ — of 7 ——_ 
it beat rae Gelb bat be 
-—_ foveral yr did afterwards 
which St. Pasl lains of ia the Chu of 
Corinth ; ſuch diſorders, as did render the guil- 
ty perſonas unfit for the Holy Communion 3. it 
was Decreed in proceſs of Time, that _—_ 
munion 'fhould be received faſtip 
Feaſts of Charity adjourned till _ | 
was over : $0 St. Chryſoſtows tells us,” Mere Thy Chiyfon. 
% uwurneler zopariay 2 xamilr wdrrys inoay woyics, all nodt47's 
_ —_ tion, which received the Sacra- * 
erwards go and eat together, 
—_— v conftant was this Cuſtom for ſeveral 


or part of the Enchariſt ; for «<< kecl. 
, Cane Domizice tres olim crant © © 
B 2 Partes ; 


ty an A 


Ages, that Fu elw makes this Feaſt of Chari- ou can, 
lo he nba 
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Parties; The Lords Supper did of old con{ift o 
three parts 1 ad 4 Hf of 
I. "*Aqre nadere, the breaking of breads 2. Me 
Thewy Tis tweyles, the Cap of bleſſing : And thea 
3. yi, the Feaſt of Charity. 
2. Conſider we the place of their Celebra-» 
Plin. 1. 1. tion : I remember that Plizy, in his forenamed 
#2 Account tp the Rowen Emperony, tells him 
thus, Quibes peratis, morem fibi diſcedendi fu- 
iſe, rurſuſque coenndi ad capiendum Cibum ; 
When the whole ſervice of God was over, the 
Chriſtians were wont to part aſunder, and with- 
in « ſhort ſpace they met together again to eat; 
but int what place they met, he doth not there 
inform us. 
But that theſe Feaſts of Charity were of Old 
Celebrated in the Church, may well be gueſſed 
1 cor-ite from that expreſſion of St. Paal, What, have 
ye not houſes to eat and drink in? or deſpiſe 
ye the Church of God ? There were ſome a- 
mongſt them ſo diſorderly at this Feaſt, that 
although it were called a Feaſt of Charity, yet 
fince it was no better managed, he ſharply re- 
x them for keeping it in the Houle of 
G 


And that they kept it there indeed, we have 
not only a probable conjeQure from this Text, 
but the expreſs Teſtimony of Creditable Au- 
thours 3 Epalas in Eeclefia faciebant , ſaith St. 

Han. Hierom, they made a Banquet in the Church : 
So much is intimated by the Canons of ſeve- 
ral Councils, which afterwards forbad this Pra- 

ConeLacd, Qice'z fo. did the Council of Laodicea, 'Ov 16 


Tag 
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vic uveutndts | bs Tels Lannuclar 76; Mynulres 'Ayd ac 
wes, &c. And fo the fixth General Council, conc. Tis: 
"Ou #4 Tie 47 O47 dlacr noirdy yet dlnor, & & ain} > 
Ts aryubilas "Aydras TORRE, , &c Tis not fit, nor 
ſhall it hereafter be lawfull to Celebrate theſe 
Feaſts of Charity in the Houſe of God, as if 
that were a place but Common. Certainly 
theſe Canons, which do exp forbid this 
Feaſting in the Church, do ily (uppoſe 
itz becauſe theſe Laws were eſtabliſhed, not 
to ent an inconvenience, that hereafter 
might be, but to remove a profanation, which 
_— Was. 

3 


onſider we the Manner of their Cele- 
bration 3 and that comprehends in it theſe Three 
Particulars : 

1. The nature and kind of their Proviſion ; 
and that was but ordinary, not delicate in itz 
Quality, nor over-much in its Quantity. 

So have ſome obſerved from that of the E- 
vangeliſt, They continuing daily in the Tem- ,,, . 
ple, and breaking Bread , which exprefſion ſome 
underſtand of the Sacrament, but others of this 
Feaſt of Charity, which is here ſtiled, a break- 
ing of bread ; to intimate, as Oec#weniuy words decum. is 
it, v1 curwis & durigaver Tis Sidarwss, Or, as St. mY 
Chryſoſtom phraſerh it, wiv exangyy flevs the fem+ cy. ts 
gality of their meal, and the means of their Pro- ** 

Ur % 


But whether this Text doth prove it ſuch or 
not, the Teſtimony of ſeveral Authors doth; 
Tertullian calls theſe Fealts, Cenular noftrar, re. agor, 
our mean or little Suppers; io mean, ar he ©#% 
ues 
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ſtiles them again , fugelitatis exerple, exam 
Coppel- i ples of ſugalt » Cappellns calls them, Cener 

frugeler + parci z Thrifty and ſlender 
Cale. 1 Cor. guppers 3 and Calvin teſtifieth for them thas, 

Erat illic ſumma fragelites & modereatio; there 

wes uſed the greateſt frugality and moderation 
»ic c... that cold be. And what were the uſual Meles 
Gang.<, 11, at theſe Feaſts > Balſawon tells us, "arm pores $ 
Aug. cont, broger , 4 litihe bre and fruits ; To which Sr. 
Futtum!. Auſtin adds yet another Diſh, Pawperibus etiam 

cernes erogantur ; there was ſome fleſh alſo pro» 

vided for the Poor. 

2, ir Temperance and Sobriety in the 
uſe of Meats and Drinks; and perhaps it might 
be their Picty and Prudence to provide for 
themſelves ſuch fare, as was but mean and 
courſe, with this very deſign, That no Man a- 
mg wg gn yr een 
tion to the leaſt exceſs. Burt whatever their 
Provifion was, 'tis ſure, there was but here and 
there an untoward perſon, that did abuſe it ; 
tis not probable, that any Man in his Wie, 
that was juſt now aring for, or newly re- 
turned from the Holy Sacrament would 9 
quickly forget himſelf and his Vowes, as that 
he ſhould immediately degenerate from a ſe- 
rious Chriſtian iato a luxurious and wanton 

coryiot * Epicure, No, St. Chryſoſtom and Occumenios 
442-4 give 05 this Teſtimony of them, veogis pareadu- 
. Barer, is irgvyer, They cat, but did not Glutto- 
nize + Editur quantum eſurientes capinnt ; bi- 

Tert. apo. bitwr quantum pudicis utile, faith Tertubion ; 
*:1% They eat mo more than hunger required.; on 
they 


C7) 
they drunk no more than Chaſtity wowld wel 


permit. But, | 
3. The nature of their Diſcourſe and Table- 


talk ;/ and what that was Tertailliarn tells ws, Teri. ib 


as fabulantar, ut qui ſciatt Dominum endire, 
&c. Their language was ſuch, as became thoſe 
Per ſons, who believed that God did beer them ; 
as their teeth were ſparing, ſo were their 
chaſte too : Nibil wilitetis, mibil immode 
Not an ieomodeſt word, not one wanton 


e, wherein ſome beaſtly perſons, iovite 
= their Tables, do entertain their Gueſts 
with ſuch unſavoury Diſcourſe, as doth not 
onely grate and foul the car, but even turn 
the {ſtomach top. 

3- Conkder we the Deſign and Ead of their 
Celebration; 2nd what that was, we may fee 
diſtinaly in theſe Three Particulars : 

1. The Firſt and Principal of theſe 
Feaſts an the Text, was the G God, thet 
,———_ God, who furniſhed their Table for 


drink, do all to the Glory of God © the Primi- '” 
tive Chriſtians did ſo; thus the Evan 
They continuing in the Temple, breaking ut 
and praiſing God, &c. Thus it continued in- 


Tis St. Paul's Command , Whether Je 64k OF 1 Cor: 10. 


F As 2.4% 


Tertallien's rume, who tells us, Nox privs dif- Ter. Apol. 


cambitur, quam Oratio ad Denn wr 5 
We ſit not dows, till firſt we have prayed :. and 
when their Mcal was oyer, Oratio convivinm 
dirimit, 


(3) 
dirimit, Gith the fame Tertalian, -- / 
again, end ſo departed 1 — wh 

demns the Atheiſts of theſe Times, who fall to 
their meat, as the Hog doth to his Acorns, with- 
out the leaſt to the kind Oak from 
which they fall. 

2. The ſecond deſign of theſe Feaſts was to 
, betwixt Chriſtian and Chriſtian, a mu- 
tual correſpondence, acquaintance and friend- 
ſhip, where as yet it was not; and to confirm 
_ increaſe it, where it already was. 

The very name of theſe Feaſts imports as 
. much, Cena woſira de nomine rationem ſui 0- 
= flendit , (faith Tertaullian, Our Suppers give an 

account of their Inſtitution by their name, and 

that's 'Aydna, Feaſts of Love; accordingly St. 

Anſtin renders the Text thus, Theſe are ſpots, 

in dileFionibas wiftrir, in your Loves ; inti- 
$1:9-*5"*- mating that the end of theſe Feaſts was, as Ble- 

ftarir words it, «s 'Aydovy eondyers, to knit Chri- 
Ball. Sy". jars ir Love 5 upon Which ſcore Balſawor 
Can. 1, calleth theſe Suppers 'Augerirac, Fraternities 
Cp. 109. or Brotherboods ; and Cappeliay tiles them, 
HMntue charitatis conteſſerationes , the cements 
of mutual kindneſs ; as if their deſign of eat- 
ing had been, not onely to 1 rate their 
food into their bodies , but to aflmilate and 
tranſlate themſelves into one anothers fouls 
tO0. 

3. The deſign of theſe Feaſts was to extend 
and expreſs their Love towards ſuch Chriſtians 
as were indigent and poor; the former being 
an a&t of common friendſhip, but this of pro- 
per Charity, The 


aged 
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The Proviſion-of theſe Feaſts, whatever it 
were, was prepared by the Rich Men's Purſes; 
who did it iuirrs; dhraghe wwreubres, faith Baſes ric rye, 
mon ; from their Mercy and Compaſſion to the £275 © 
Poor : So ſpeaks Tertulian, Inoper refrigerio ſo: 
iſto juvamw, Onr Feaſt doth refreſh the Indi- cp. 
gent - : Nor did they ſuffer their Brethren 
to ſtand as Beggars at the door, Toe chey free- 
ly admitted them to their Table z izaaiyre is whe 
m74, faith Zomerer; the Poor were not then ;,,. c,,.. 
eſteemed as Intruders, but invited as proper 139 < 
Gueſts. ' And hence St. Chryſoſtoms calls their 
Board, reimiter norrtr, 4 Common Table 5 and Chex. Cor: 
this Supper, ir 3ooxier, a Common Banquet, © 
and ſo Pliny , Cibum promiſcunm, promiſcuous vin. Feit. 
food ; both Poor and Rich being ermlaghed OY 
at the ſame Table, and feeding on the ſelf-ſame 
Diſties too. 

The Hiſtorical Account of theſe Feaſts in the 
Text being thus diſpatcht, the PraQtical Part, 
which is of preſent concern to this Allembly, 
doth now ſucceed. That there is a Feaſt this 
day intended, I need not tell ont Only my 
requeſt is, That the Feaſt of this time may 
prove like the Feaſt in this Text; an "ayimn, 4 
_ of Charity indeed. And that it may be 
really ſuch, we are obliged to: imitate the lau- 
dable Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
to do at our Feaſt, at leaſt in ſome 
what they did at Theirs. And here give me 
leave to recommend to your Prattice theſe Threg 
Particulars : 


C t, Let 


” 
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ry. Letus, in this intended Feaſt of Ours, imi- 
tate, F will not ſay, the Frugaliey, but the So» 
briety and Temperauce of Theirs. 

True it is, we are not obliged to feed upon 
a lictle Bread or Fruits, as they did ; for, whe- 
ther the courſoeſlt of their Proviſion did ariſe 
from neccllity and want of better, or elſe from 
their own Election and Choice, we cannot tell ; 
but this we know , fo bountiful is our God, 
that he did never reſtrain cither Them or Us 
from the ſaber uſe of his choifeſt Creatures, 
But although our indulgent Father do give us 
that Liberty, which our elder Brethren did et- 
ther want, or would nat uſe, as to the Quality 
of our Foad; yet we bave ao permiſlion to be 
Glutrons or Druakards more than They, 

We 'may ſometimes, upon 
pleaſe our Palates, and gratifie our Taſty Gad 
15 pleaſed now and then to allow us, not anly 
the bare nouriſhment, but even the pleaſure 
of His Creatures ; but withell , we muſt ne- 
ver indulge our fleſh ſo far, nor pa it 
high; 'as to render that the Go of our 
Spirit, which ſhould and muſt be under its com- 
mand. St, Hiereos ſaith well in this Caſe, Thet 
eats nog little, Civers enceat, be 
« dear Citizen, (i. c.) his own body; 
whoſoever eats and drinks too much, Hoe» 


wutrih, be nowifhcth an Hnewy:; the onl 
| a dich rot yontier not ſas us feed, 
(+ e.) our Goful flelk. 


There are indeed, in this debauched Ags of 


ours, a Generation of Men, that feed high, and 
| drink 


xt 
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who deſerve our juſt indignation, yet need our 
poor per Men, who with their own 
e dig themſelves a way, not only to the 
Grave, but Hell ; for, whereas other finners do 
eat and drink damnation to themſelves at God's 
Table, theſe Men do it at their own. 

And ſhonld there be any ſuch Perſons found 
in this Allembly, I ſay as our Apoſtle 
doth , Theſe are ſpots in your Feaſts of Charity. 
Sports indeed , that deferve to be quite wiped 
off with ſhame, corn, and juſt 
perſons, that deſerve to be excluded 
conyerfe with men, and numbred amongſt 
filly beaſts, who do beſt love, and moſt devour 
that very food , which fats them ſooneſt, and 

them quickeſt for the flaughter. 

2. Let us, in chis mteaded Feaſt of Oury, 
imitate the Primitive Chriſtians mr thoſe Feaſts 
of Theirs, as to the innocence of our Diſcourſe 
and Table-calk. 

What our Elder Brethren did ia this matter, 
we have already feen, nnd what St. Pax! com- 
mands in this Cafe, we cannot well be igno- 
rant, Let no corrupt communication proceed ont 
of your mouth ; eangs NiyQ© , Putrid, rotten lan- 
guage: Pray, tell my ſhould any thing, 

2 that 


EpheC. 4.48, 


/70 


Tert. Apo!, 
E. 39, 
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that is corrupt and rotten, do at a Feaſt? Lin» 
nen, that's naſty 5 Trenchers, that are foul; a 
Diſh, that's dirty; and Meat, that ſtiaks, no 
man would away with : But alas, what's all 
this to the Gueſt of an unclean and wanton 
Tongue? There is no man's breath, that ſtinks 
like his : What TertzVian told the drunken Pa- 
gans, may we tell the ſcurrilous Chriſtian, K- 
Fibus veſtris Aer aceſcit ; He poiſons the Air 
wherein be breaths, and taints'the Room where» 
in he flands : So noyſom is the ſtench of un- 
ſavoury Diſcourſes, that the Grecians were 
wont, as Athenew obſerves, in the cloſe of 
their Suppers, evirtean 3 yada, and Ut wvet Bax 
AHF GED Howers to perfume and burn the 


[Tongues of their Sacrifices, thereby to expiate 


the extravagancies of their own. And to pre- 
vent, not only the ſcurrility, but eyen the im- 
pertinency of Table-talk. Some Pagans, whom 
Plutarch mentioneth, intending a ſolema [nvi- 
tation, gave their Friends a whole years warn- 
ing, that ſo the Gueſts might provide them- 
ſelves with matter for good Diſcourſe, as well 
as the Entertainer prepare his Feaſt. And if 
the poor Heathens were thus (olicitous and jea- 
lous of their Language, methinks the Chri- 
ſtian ſtands more obliged to be conſiderate and 
chaſte in His. 

3. Let us, in this intended Feaſt of Oars, 
imitate the Primitive Chriſtians 1n thoſe Feaſts 
of Theirs, as to their Deſign and End; and 
that's double. 

1. Let Our Feaſt be, as Theirs was, a _ 
|; 0 
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of Mutual Love, Amity and Friendſhip. ''Tis 


St. Peter's Command, Love as Brethren; the 7. 4.5. 


Relation is Ours, and conſequently the Duty is 
ſo too. . We are Brethren - Common blood; 
as Men ; by our common' Nation, as Exgli/h- 
men; and by our common Religion, as Chri- 
ſtians : but if theſe General Conliderations are 
not enough to oblige and endear” us to one 
another , there is yet a more- particular Rela- 
tion that ſhould engage usz We are Brethren 
as born in one and the ſame Shire; for, Patris 
eſt communis Parens, ſaith the Roman Oratour, 
Onur Country is our common Mother z aud;that 
Country is Oxford too, for although we; were 
not all born within that Cities Walls, ' yet we 
were within its Precin&s and Neighbourhood. 

And ſhall any Perfon, that ever breathed 
within or near to Oxford Air, -prove unfriend- 
ly and unkind 2 The Univerſity is uſually ſti- 
led, Alma Mater, the Benigg, Conrtcoms,, and 
Indulgent Mother; (o loving and tender-heatt- 
ed, that methinks Her Example ſhould” reach, 
not her proper Children only, but even the 
remoteſt of her wy, moi too” : She doth not 
allow the leaſt Diſputes, except it be thoſe 
friendly ones within Her Schools ;- She dothes 
all her Sons, and many of her: Citizens too, 
with the Gown, that Emblem of Peace; Her 
Pulpits preach this Leſſon; and that blefſed 
Bible, which She bears in her Scatchean,. doth 
require us to be kind and friendly ; not to bite 
like Dogs and Serpents, not to pulh and gore 
like furious Bulls; but to bear one anothers 
burdens, 


Grot. 2 Pet. 
8 13. 
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burdens, like that kinder Oxe, from whoſe 
conrteſre, T1 had almoſt faid, from whoſe Hama- 
niry, our Mother did at firſt receive, and ſtill re- 
tains her Natne, 

*. Let Our Fealt be as Theirswas, a Feaſt of 
c_ tothe Poor. What the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians did, Grot#ee tells us, Divites & Panpe- 
res pars vide wtebarntar ; there war the ſane Pro- 
viſion maile the Poor as for the Rich. But 
that's not all; as we ſhould admit the meaneſt 
of our Country-men that are t this day, 


ro our Table, fo let us feed ſome abſem ones 
at their own ; Tet os relieve the one from our 
Trenchers, 'and the other from our Purſes; 
and indeed amongſt thoſe many Diſhes, that 
are 


ided for our ſelves, methinks there 
be atleaſt one Baſon for the Poor ;z that 
ſo fach as are at a diſtance from us, may feed 
upon our Bounty, though they do not taſte 
our Feaſt. And here three things muſt be ſhew- 


ed 5 

1. What muſt be the juſt meaſure of our Cha- 
rity ? 

4 Who muſt be the 6bjets of our Charity ? 

3. What are the Motives to it ? 

1. What muſt be the juſt meaſare of our Cha- 
rity? What muſt we give, and how much? 
We anfwer, there is no certain Rule to be pre- 
ſcribed to every-particular perſon in this Caſe z 
but in General, we muſt proportion our Chart- 
ty by this double Meaſure: 

1. The firſt Meaſure of our Charity muſt be 
our own Ability; true it is, we ſhould all be 
as 
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as Generous and Nable as they 
doth thus commend z Ky bat 
their Power, Owr Soul 
our Purſe, our Charity ſhayld 
our Almsz our Will hould be 
lity, but our Deed according to i 
quired, Ze# every one lay 
hath proſpered him, Ke. Such 
of the Primizive Chriſtians. 


iveth 
leſs, than be b very well able, is bx 


His. 

2. The ſecond Meaſure of our Charity muſt 
be our Brothers want : By this ale <a the 
Saints of old preporticn th 1 


« AQ. 4. 154 


- * Chari 
tet him frarve in bopes of his A ; 
yet Qur Prudence, to make him Exe: a 
way juſtly bet him ſmare agg pinch 5 but where 
a man's wants are ſore, and agcafionss cither 
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by the tneſs of his charge, or ſad ac» 
x News Gr were inevitable "_ amtlicn of 
our Charity, and the meafure of his Relief muſt 
be proportionable to his need. 

But why ſhould T mention any Rules for the 
juſt Proportions of Charity in this Aſſembly ? 
tis obſerved to the juſt Honour of the Citizens 
of London, That whatever works they 
do, they do them Nobly. It a Citizen Found 
a School, probably he makes it like a College : 
If a Citizen builds an Alms-houſe, he doth it 
with ſuch Magnificence, as if it were deſigned 
rather for a Prince than ars : If the City 
build a Church, with what ſplendour 'tis done, 
theſe very Walls, and this very Pulpit would 
ſpeak aloud, even without a Preacher. Me- 
thinks the Old Churches of Loxdox, lately 
[ burnt, and newly Reſtored, are like ſome -An- 

tient Plate, melted down indeed, but fo Arti- 

ficially made m_ and ſo neatly burniſh'd, 

that they are become more Glorious thraugh 

the fire, and do only ſhine the brighter : So 

that whatever the City might loſe by the late 

| Conflagration, the Church, through their Mag- 
nificence, hath proved a Gainer. Wherefore, 
if any man demand what ſhould be the Rule 
| and Standard of your preſent Bounty, we an- 
|| ſwer, let it be your ſelves : What St. Paul once 
blamed in other Men, will be no fault ia- you, 

59.1% Meaſuring themſelves by themſelves, &c. Do 
but you this day conſult your ſelves, your own 
bowels, your own eſtates, your own wonted 
generolityz do but give like Citizens of _— 

on, 
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don, and then, with a due reſpet to the diffe- 
rence of your Eſtates, give meanly if you can: 
But, 

2. Who muſt be the ObjeQts of our Charity? 
give we muſt, butto whom ? Doubtleſs we muſt 
not exclude from our Charity any Soul, that 
doth either deſerve or need it ; but fince our 
Ability cannot reach to all the world, we may 
pick and chufe for our (elves ſome ſuch Objects, 
on whom our Charity will be beſt beſtowed. 
And who were the ſpecial Objects of the Chri- 


ſtians Charity in their Ancient Feaſts, Tertwl- x.,, ,,. 
lian tells us, Pueris & Puellis re & Parentibus © ** 


deſtitutis, Kc. Boys, Girls, poor Orpans, that had 
neither Eſtates nor Friends. And here, though 
I would by no means limit your Charity to ſuch 
or ſuch, yet I would particularly recommend 
Two ſorts of Children to your Conſideration. 

1. Such poor Children deſerve to be recom- 
mended to your Charity, as proper Objedts in- 
deed, who are like to make good Men and good 
Scholars too. 

Should we but enquire from the Publick 
Schools of our own County, or from the Col- 
leges and Halls in our own Univerſity, we 


ſhould quickly hear of ſuch and ſuch Lads of 


> ſlender Fortunes, but Vertuous Inclinations and 


Rich Endowments ; induſtrious Youths, that 
would be at Work, but have no Tools ; Chil- 
dren, that would be Scholars, but cannot, for 
want of a Tutour to inſtruct, Books to read, and 
perhaps bread to live. ' 


D Doubtleſs, 


_ > 
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Doubtleſs, there is ſcarce any greater obje& 
of Charity than ſuch a Child as this 3 a Child, 
that's Pregnant and Promiſing ;z to train up ſuch 
a Child as this in a courſe of Religion and Learn- 
ing is ſuch a Service to God and his Church, 
that *tis ſcarce within the reach of any private 
Man's Charity to do a greater. For, tell me, 
who ala what a rare Man ſuch a poor 
Child may prove hereafter > Were it hit, it were 
but eafie, to name ſome Perſons, that have been 
choice Inſtruments of Honour to God, and Ser- 
vice to our Church, who in their Minority lived 
on Alms. 

And if our bounty this day ſhall be placed on 
ſome ſuch lucky Objed, who can tell, but we 
may train up a Perſon of that Worth and Ex- 
cellence, for whom the whole Nation may be 
obliged to bleſs both God and Us? Perhaps a 
few Books, now beſtowed on ſuch a Child, 
may render him hereafter a walking Library; a 
little Money, given him now, may make him 
Rich hereafter z our Cap may be changed one 
day into a Mitrez our Cloth may be turned 
into Sattin, and our Linnen may become Lawn- 
{leeves. 

And methinks there is no ſort of Men more 
obliged to this kind of Charity than We; 
doubtleſs, we are more concerned to cndea- 
vour the promotion of Learning than other 
men; this 1s the great Profeſſion of that Fa- 
mous Univerſity, which is the Glory of that 
County, whereunto we owe our birth. For, 
whereas other Counties Glory in ſuch and ſuch 

Commodities 
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Commodities and Manufactures, 'tis Ours that 
Glorieth in Liberal Arts and Nobler Sciences. 
'Tis the Glory of ſome Counties, that they can 
furniſh the Chimnies of this vaſt City with con- 
ſtant fire, 'tis the Glory of other Counties, that 
they can furniſh your River and Ciſterns with 
conſtant Water ; 'tis the Glory of ſome Shires, 
that they furniſh your Shambles with Meat, and 
your Shops with Cloth ; Well, and what's the 
Glory of our Shire? Hath Oxford nothing to 
oblige London with ? Yes, 'tis our Counties 
Happineſs and Honour, that it can furniſh your 
Inns of Court with Learned Lawyers to ſecure 
your Eſtates, your City with Learned Phyſici- 
ans to preſerve your Lives; and, above all, your 
Pulpits with Learned Preachers to fave your 
Souls : And if fo, what Man am us, that 


_ hath any Value for himſelf or his Native foil, 


will not contribute ſomething towards the Ad- 
vancement of that Learning, wherein the Ho- 
nour of his Country, and the ſafety of his own 
Eſtate, Life and Religion are ſo much con- 
cerned ? 

2. Such poor Children deſerve to be recom- 
mended to your Charity this day, as are like 
to make Vertuous Men, and good Citizenstoo ; 
if you train up ſome eminent Scholar, you will 
do an Honour to the place of my Birthz and 
if you breed up ſome eminent Citizen, you will 
much oblige the Place of your Habitation, 

Paſt all peradventure, there's many a Child 
to be found, whoſe Natural Genius doth lead 
him rather to the Shop than to the Study ; their 

D 2 Farts 
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Parts do very well diſpoſe them for Mechanical 
Trades, but not at all for Nobler Arts ; your 
Scarlet Gown may become that back, on which 
our black one would be ridiculous. *Tis cer- 
tain, that many a Child may make a Golden 
Lord Mayor, who would have made but a lea- 
den Biſhop. 

And is it not a thouſand pities to fee ſuch 
poor Children ſtand at the door and beg, who 
might have done fo bravely within the Shop ? 
Were it not pity to ſee ſuch perſons in Rags and 
Tatters, who, with a little help, might have 
worn a Chain of Gold? Were it not pity to ſee 
ſuch become the Nations ſhame and burden, 
who, with a little encouragement, might have 
done a great deal towards its ſupport and cre- 
dit? To prevent ſuch a ſpectacle as this, give 
me leave this day, in their ſtead, to become 
the Beggar, though I would not be the Re- 
ceiver of your Charity, yet for once give me 
leave to ask it. 

Doubtleſs, amongſt the many poor Children 
of our County, 'tis eafie to pick out ſome that 
are promiſing and hopetull, Lads of plodding 
hooks and active hands; Lads, that might do 
far better in the Shop, than at the Plow. To 
place out ſuch Lads as theſe, to find them Work 
and Wages; an honeſt Employment, a Reli- 
gious Maſter, and a fitting Maintenance, is 
that great AQ of Charity, which I would beg 
this day. 

And for your Encouragement in this parti- 
cular, do but remember , what brave o_ 

Ve 
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have already been made even of Alms-boysz to: 
name Perſons is needleſs, and would be un- 
handſom too. Only conſider, what hath been 
the happy iflue of other Mens Charity may as 
well be the bleſſed event of yours; who know- 
eth, but ſome poor Apprentice, trained up by 
the bounty of this day, and fed by your Fealt 
of Charity, may prove a man of thoſe Parts, 
that ſignal Prudence, Eſtate and Honour, as to 
become the Governour of this Great Metropo- 
lis> Who can tell, but a Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don may for once be made even at, Drapers- 
Hall? there by your private Purſes now, and. 
elſewhere by Common Votes hereafter? 

But notwithſtanding all this, leſt any Man's 
Charity ſhould yet prove more cold, than the 
very diſh, that ſhould receive it, give me leave 
to propound ſome proper conſiderations, that 
may revive, warm, and make it freſhz and 
that's the buſineſs of our third and laſt Parti- 
cular : 

3. Conſider we what great Inducements man, 
hath to be Charitable; give we muſt, and that 
conſiderably too, but what's our iacouragement > 
ſurely, the greateſt that can be z ſee what it is 
in Four Particulars : 

1. The Commands of God do oblige us; 
Commands, that are expreſs, frequent and ur- 
gent to0; fo the Evangeliſt, Be ys merciful as.uu 6. 36 
your Heavenly Father is merci nd lo again, wy 
Give to him that asketh ; and yet again, Charge « Tim. 6, 
them that are rich in this world, that they be” 
rich in good works, &c. We cannot be uncha- 

ritable 


Mat.11.25 
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ritable to Man, but we muſt be diſobedient to 
God too. 

2. The Example of Chriſt doth much oblige 
us : Learn of me, faith our Bleſſed Saviour; 
but what muſt we learn? Certainly, among(t 
other Leſſons this of Charity is one ; fo reaſons 
great St. Paxl, who preſleth the Corinthians 
to Acts of Mercy by this very Motive, Te know 
the Grace of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, though 
he were rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, 
&c. So charitable was the Son of God, as for 
our ſakes to give himſelf; and ſhall not we fo 
far tread in his ſteps, as for his fake to give a 
trifle > Bur, 

3. The great uncertainty of all Humane At- 
fairs, the mutability of this World, and our 
own concerns therein, doth much oblige us; 
{o various are the Providences of God, and fo 
changeable is the condition of Man, that he, 
who is now in a fair capacity to extend hig 
Charity unto others, may, in Gas ſhort ſpace, 
come to want and beg it for himſelf. 'Tis 
very poſiible, that a dilthoneſt or careleſs Ser- 
vant, a Thief, or a Fire by night, a ſtorm, a 
Rock, or a Pirate by Sea, a crack and flaw in 
a Title, fuch or ſuch a fad accident, which 
ealily and frequently ha , may utterly un- 
doe a wy" in fuch yy" we ſhould think 
our ſelves fit objeAs of other Men's Charity, 
'tis but reaſonable that we ſhould now eſteem 


* _ that poor Neighbour, who is in a like condi- 


Bed. 13+ 3. 


tion, to be a meet Objet for oar own: So 


argueth the Great Apoſtle, Remember them 
which 
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which ſuffer adverſity ; but what's his Motive? 
a4 being your ſelves alſo in the body. The Text 
imports, That ſo long as we aze in this yncertain 
world, we are expoſed to the ſelf fame dan- 
gers, loſſes and calamities with other men; and 
conſequently we ſtand obliged to extend Mer- 
cy whilſt we are able, as well as to expett it, 
when we are ruined, 

4+ Thoſe great Rewards, which do attend 
our Charity, do much oblige us. That there is 
a Reward for the Charitable Perſon, our blefied 
Saviour doth thus ſecure him, Thy Father him- 
ſelf ſhall reward thee; the very lowelt expret- 
lions of Charity God will not ſuffer to be un- 
rewarded, Whoſoever ſhall give to one of theſe 
little ones a cnp of cold water only, he ſhall in 
no wiſe loſe his reward : 'Tis (ure, a reward 
there is, but what an one is it? Is it ſuch an one 
as will reimburſe, recompenſe, and make us a- 
mends for what we part with? Yea, the Re- 
wards of our Charity are of Two forts, Tcm- 
poral and Eternal : What are theſe Temporal 
Rewards, we may ſee diſtindtly in Four Par- 
ticulars ; 

1. The Rewards of our Charity are ſuch as 
concern the ſafety and welfare of our Perſons : 
What is the Charitable Man's Privilege in this 
reſpett, the Plalmiſt tells us, The Lord will de- 
liver him in time of trauble : The Lord will 
preſerve him and keep him alive : The Lord will 
ſtrengthen him upon the bed of languiſhing, Kc. 


My [i 6 4, 


Mat. 19-44, 


Pal. 41+ Ig 
a, 3. 


The Text imports, that the welfare of our Per-_ 


ſons is much concerned in the right ordering 


ot 


Prov. 10. 7. 


Pſal. 11 2.9: 


Pial. 27.27. 
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of our Purſes ; the way to ſecure our health, and 
ſweeten our ſickneſs, is to Fee, not ſo much the 
Phyſician, as the Poor. 

2. The Rewards of qur Charity are ſuch as 
concern our common credit and reputation in 
the world : For although our Blefled Saviour 
forbids us to make our own honour and ap- 
plauſe the deſign of our Charity, yet the iſſue 
and event thereof it will be. Solomon tells us, 
The memory of the Fuſt ſhall be bleſſed : This 
Juſt Man is the man of Mercy, the ſame man 
that David ſpeaks of, He hath diſperſed , he 
hath given to the poor + What then? His Righ- 
teonſneſs endures for ever, his Horn ſhall be ex- 
alted with honour + The beſt way to eternize 
our memories is to beexemplary in doing good ; 
Do good, and dwell for evermore. 'T1s Charit 
that Embalms a Man's name, and keeps it freſh 
and ſweet for ever; there's no Tomb like an 
Alms-houſe, no Monument like an Hoſpital, no 
Marble like the Poor Man's Box. 

3. The Rewards of our Charity arc ſuch as 
concern our preſent Intereſt and Eſtates even in 
this world : 'Tis one of Solomon's {ceming Pa- 
radoxes, There is that ſcattereth, and yet in- 
creaſeth : But who is this lucky Man? the next 
Verſe tells us, The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, 
and he that watereth ſhall be watered again. 
A little water poured into a Pump , fetcheth 
more; and a little money put into the poor 
Man's Purſe, doth often bring much gronee 
ſumms into our own. There 1s no man ſo good 
an Husband even for this world, as the man of 
Mercy ; 


( 25.) 
"Mercy ;z nor doth any perſon. prove ſo ſure a 
iner, as he that gives ſee that Command and 


Promife of Chriſt; Give, end it ſhall be given 
wito you 3 but how much, and in what quanti- 
ty 2 good meaſure, preſſed down, fhakea toge- 
ther, and running over. Money rightly beſtow- 
ed is not loſt, but rather lent out to uſe; *tis 
like Seed, ſcattered indeed here and there, bur 
yet it groweth and multiplies even to admira- 
tion. St. Paul tells us, He that ſows bountifully, 
ſhall — - Indeed, a common ſower 
ay (we ly over-ced his Ground, and by a la- 
viſh' hand ſpoil his Crop; but in our Caſe there 
isno danger; the more Seed we can ſpare and 
ſow, the richer Harveſt ſhall we reap. 

4. The Rewards of our Charity are ſuch as 
concern -our Poſterity too : Thus the Pfalmiſt, 
He is ever merciful and lendeth; there's the pro- 

of a Charitable Man ; bur what's his re- 
ward? His Seed js bleſſed : And thus ſome ex- 
pound that forenamed expreſiion of Solomor:, 
The Memory of the Fuſt __ be _— - The 
Memory ! what's that 2 the Child, the Son that 
bears his'Fathers Name, and keeps it up and a- 
live in the world ; this Son ſhall be bleſſed, this 
Child ſhall be fo far from being injured by his 
Fathers Charity, that it ſhall rather tend to his 
great advantage. And (arely this conſideration 
doth totally remove.that vain pretence and (cru- 
ple of men, who are afraid to do any confider- 
able acts of Charity, leſt thereby they impo- 
veriſh their Families, and leave their Children 


beggars: But 
E 2, There 


Lk. 6. 33. 
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2. There are ſuch Rewards of our Charity, 
& as concern another world ; Our Saviour tells us, 
+17" Bleſſed are the mercifull : He doth not mean in 
this life only, but in the next. "Tis in order to 
this, that he thus commands us, Make to your 
ſelves friends of the Mammon of unrighteon jaef, 
that they may receive you into everlaſting habi- 
41-1%4 tations ; and upon the ſame ſcore he tells us, He 
that receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Pro- 
phet, ſhall receive # Prophets reward : but 
what's that ? certainly , 'tis a Reward 1n Hea- 

VEN. 

And that we may not doubt the certainty of 
theſe great Rewards, and ſo our Charity grow 
chill : Solomon tells us what ſecurity we = 

Prov.rg.1, ANd WHO It is that ſtands engaged; He that hath 
pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and that 
which he hath given will he repay : That we may 
be encouraged to ſupply the poor Mans wants, 
God himſelt hath drawn a Bond, and offers him- 
ſelf to be the poor Mans Surety, and the rich 
Man's Debtor. 

And can our Charity expe& any greater erj- 
couragement than this ? It's true, when ſuch or 
ſuch a Man would borrow, perhaps we ſuſj 
his Honeſty, perhaps we ſuſpect his Ability, 
perhaps we are jealous of his Security, and that 
makes us loth to lend ; but doth the Caſe ſtand 
ſo with God 2 When God would be our Deb- 
tor, do we think, that he will not be our Pay- 
maſter too? Is not he to be truſted, that is faith- 
full, juſt and true? Is not he to be credited for 
a few pence or ſhillings, who is Lord of all that 

Heaven 
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Heaven and Earth are worth >: !Tis for fecuri- 
tie's ſake, that our blefied Sayjour doth thus 
command us, Lg op for gon laner tech Mat. 6. 20» 
Heaven : the Text FAPOrth, Money Wye 
the poor is not idlely ſptnt,, bur ſecuced 1n. the 
Treaſury of God, and Exchequer of Heaven: 
And although the Moſt Juſt and beſt Natureg 
Earthly Prince may\ſamerumes be:conſtrained by, 
a-necethity of State, and againſt his.own. incling+ 
tions, £6 ſhut. up his.Exchequerz yet cag we 
imagine that the Great God of Heaven will eyer 
put a ſtop to his Treaſury, and the Bankers and 
Creditors there ruined too ? &c. We think 
great Summs ſure enough in the Chamber of 
London, and dare we not venture ſome ſmall 
matter in the Star- Chamber of Heaven ? 
Doubtleſs our Principal will be fafe, and our 
Intereſt both ſure and great; if there be a 
Reward for the moſt inconhiderable Alms, even 
a cup of cold water, O what Reward will there” 
be for higher Ads of Charity ! Our Saviour tells 
us, 1 was an hungred, and ye gave me meat, Mat. 15.35. 
thirſty, and ye gave me drink, &c, Well, and 
what then? what's the Reward of this ? a great 
one ſure! Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom, &c. Dear Lord | here's Principal 
and Intereſt indeed ! a little meat given, and a 
Kingdom received | a little drink lent, and a 
Crown repaid ! a little cloth beftowed, and a 
Throne returned ! Yea, here's the fruit of Cha- 
rity 3 what the poor borroweth, God payeth o- 
ver and over; well may Tertalian tells us, Lu- ter. apot. 
crum eif Pietatis nomine facere ſumptum; to 

: give 


(53) 
8ive thur and thur to piow wſes ir to gain; to 
iveſo and fo to the Poor, ts to become a Sacred 
urer z becauſe-Whatever man thus gives, God 
refiinds, yea, God repayeth for every peniiy n 
pound, and for every mite a talent : And if fo, 
if our Feaſt this day ſhall prove like the Feaſts 


- mmy Text, 'a Feaft of mutual Love amongſt 


our ſelves, and a Feaſt of Charity to ſuch as 
deſerve and want it ; we ſhall find a friend'in 
Heaven, that will do more than pay out Rec- 
koning. 


Aga O66. 
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